Germans' insistence that "we were here first" encouraged the writing of some of the first "multi-cultural" alternatives to a national history of Anglo-Saxon triumphs.
Equally popular-and mythic in their intentions-^were numerous accoimts documenting an immigrant group's service and sacrifices during the American Revolution and the Civil War. With far less evidence, some immigrants also argued that the origins of American democracy, or American culture's concem with liberty or representative govemment, could be traced to Old World origins, whether in medieval Scandinavia, ancient Greece or Italy, or in the forests of Germany. Overland calls this home-making genre the myth that "we were American to begin with." Along with tales of discoverers, founders, and soldiers, these histories provided evidence aimed to convince skeptical AngloSaxons that foreigners deserved inclusion in the nafion.
Immigrant Minds, American Identities succeeds in offering a sympathetic portrait of both the origins and forms of immigrant homemaking myths without ignoring their limitations. Overland rightly notes that alternatives to American ethnic identities always existed, notably in various expressions of working<lass internationalism that dismissed national loyalfies as irrelevant for mobüe workers in an intemational economy. His book also offers a sensitive comparison of home-making myths among European immigrants and American minorities-indigenous peoples, Spanish-speakers in the Southwest, and the descendants of African slaves-^who were excluded not only from the circle of national belonging but from citizenship and its rights. Finally, Overland rightly emphasizes how immigrants' claims that they were "Americans to begin v^th/' were "here first," or "gave our blood" almost inevitably sought to position one group of foreigners above others and above the native minorities of the coimtry. In competing for a home in America, ethnic American identities too often closed the door to persons unlike themselves. The book begins with a primary üiunigration question, "melting pot or mosaic?" (15-27). The topics covered by subsequent essays range from neighborhoods to prisoners, from^ the founding and work of various immigration societies to the fine arts. Each essay will appeal to readers with specific areas of interest. Most will enjoy reading the full work.
Swedes in the Twin
In the essay, "Why Minnesota, Why the Twin Cities?" H. Amold Barton clearly demonstrates that Sweden and Minnesota do not have a common landscape or climate, one of the long-standing myths about why Swedes chose Minnesota. He explains the primary reason for their choice: "By now, most of the good land in Illinois and southeastem Iowa-where their earliest settlement lay-^was already taken, so most of the new arrivals moved on to where land was available on terms they could manage" (32). "Timing, opportunity, transportation, and promotion" are motives that are common to immigrant groups from around the world. Of course, most were influenced by these factors after seeking commimities that included relatives, friends, or, at least, a group from the home coimtry.
Teutonic Minnesotans, cited in 1909 as superior citizens, were not always so well received. In 1901 a letter cited by Rudolph Vecoli suggested that Swedish lumberjacks, in comparison to Yankees, "come from generations of unwashed ancestors" (17). Joy Lintelman's research on down-and-out Swedes documents that women as well as men were usually incarcerated for drunkermess. There are rewarding essays on the various Swedish organizations and on the successes and failures of radical newspapers in the context of the nativism of the First World War. The success stories of libraries and newspapers provide interesting contrasts with the failure to develop a successful press in Chicago, a city with a much larger Swedish population. Music groups, theater presentations, and sports activities all present a vivid social history. Minneapolis also has an impressive history of teaching Scandinavian languages in the public schools.
The final secfion of the book focuses on religion and polifics. The scope of Swedish-American religious choices and acfivifies is surprising and encompasses most Protestant churches. The issue of teaching evolufion has long been a topic of lively discussion and more. In that context, the life of Minnesota educator, philosopher, and polifician David Swenson will interest-and perhaps inspire-scienfists as well as polifical scientists. The elecfions represented include that of 1918, marked by the challenge of disloyalty, as well as the struggle between the Democrafic-Farmer-Labor Party and the Republican Party in 1970.
My favorite work from the Minnesota Historical Society continues to be They Chose Minnesota (1981), a major reference work that includes all inunigrant groups. However, Swedes in the Twin Cities offers a great deal more than the fitle suggests to those interested in the history of the Midwest or in immigrant history in general. The book may not serve as a text for courses other than those on Swedish-American immigrant history, but it will be interesting to any student or scholar of ethnic and imnügrant history. Most of the essays are well written and quite readable. It has been simultaneously published in Sweden, another posifive suggesfion for historians who focus on other immigrant groups. Susan Sessions Rugh examines the evolufion of family farming and the rural conununity in Hancock County, Illinois, from the first permanent Anglo settlements of the 1820s to the end of the nineteenth century. In eight carefully crafted and excepfionally well-written chapters, Rugh lays bare the tensions between the acfions of these typical midwestemers and the social, economic, and polifical forces that nourished around them. Three broad concepts direct her analysis: the consequences of cultviral conflict between settlers from differing regions, the significance of the expanding marketplace on this populafion, and the corresponding responses by farming families. Producfive in various ways, the text is parficularly successful in its treatment of gender, religion, and the regional ethnic conflicts that she contends "amalga-
